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{571 ABSTRACT

An apparatus for obtaining, in the course of a single
scan, NMR image data for a plurality of selected planes
in an object, oriented at different angles, utilizes a slice
pointer for outputting a signal indicating a particular
plane to a multiplier and offset parameter RAM which
provides multiplier and offset terms corresponding to
the angle of the plane. A generator provides a generic
gradient waveform to an arithmetic unit which com-
bines this waveform with the multiplier and offset pa-
rameters from the RAM to create waveforms, which
when applied to the gradient coils of an NMR appara-
tus, rotate the slice selector and the readout gradients,
thereby permitting image data to be obtained in planes
having different angles. A method in accordance with
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4,656,423 4/1987 SUZIMOLO wervoerrr the apparatus of the present invention is also disclosed.
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MULTIPLE
ANGLE OBLIQUE MAGNETIC RESONANCE
IMAGING

This is a continuation, of application Ser. No.
931,333, filed 11/14/86, abandoned.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to magnetic
resonance imaging and, more particularly, to a method
and apparatus capable of obtaining, in a single scan,
NMR image data from selected planes, in an object,
disposed at various angles, having varying distances
between each other, and having image centers shifted
relative to each other.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Conventional prior art magnetic resonance imaging
apparatus and techniques entail oblique imaging which
permits image data to be taken from a plane through an
object which is at an angle to one of the three orthogo-
nal axes. Also, the prior art in this domain entails multi-
slice imaging which permits image data, in one scan, to
be taken in a plurality of parallel planes, through the
object, which are orthogonal to one of the three orthog-
onal axes, which are uniformly spaced one from the
other, and whose image centers are all aligned.

Further, present magnetic resonance imaging appara-
tus entail a combination of the above methods in an
oblique multi-slice technique which was disclosed by
FONAR Corporation in a technical exhibit at a confer-
ence of the Radiological Society of North America in
November, 1984. Referring to FIG. 1, the oblique
multi-slice technique permits images of an object 11, in
one scan, to be obtained in planes, such as 1-7 extending
into the paper, which are disposed at an angle P relative
to one of the three primary orthogonal axes, arbitrarily
designated Y. However, the planes 1-7 within a given
scan are parallel, and have a constant distance D there-
between. Further, the positioning of the center of the
image corresponding to the plane 1 determines the cen-
ter of the image corresponding to each of the planes
2-7. That is, when the center of the image correspond-
ing to the plane 1 is selected to be at a point 12 on the
object 11, the centers of the images of the planes 2-7 are
necessarily therefore at, respectively, points 13-18. The
selection of the center of the image corresponding to
the plane 1 at the point 12 determines the centers of the
images corresponding to the other planes 2-7.

Accordingly, in the prior art, to generate an image
from a first plane disposed at a first angle relative to one
of the orthogonal axis, and to generate an image from a
second plane disposed at a second angle, two scans are
required. A full scan inciuding the first plane disposed
at the first angle must be taken, and then a second full
scan including the second plane disposed at the second
angle must be taken. Similarly, if the distance between
planes is desired to be varied, then once again several
scans are required, each having one of the desired dis-
tances between planes. Further, if the centers of the
images corresponding to two or more planes are not
desired to be aligned as in the prior art, then a separate
scan is required to center the image of a particular
plane. For example, to center the image corresponding
to the plane 6 at the point 19 on the object 11, a second
scan would be required; since, in the first scan the cen-
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2
ter of the image corresponding to the plane 6 coincides
with the point 17.

Accordingly, to obtain images from planes which are
not parallel to each other, or which possess varying
distances between one another, or which have mis-
aligned image centers, requires additional scans and
time that is wasted in capturing nonessential informa-
tion.

Thus, there is 2 need for an apparatus and method
which permit, in a single scan, magnetic resonance im-
ages to be obtained from planes disposed at different
angles, having varying distances therebetween, and
having shifted image centers.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention entails a method and apparatus
for obtaining in the course of a single scan NMR image
data for a plurality of differently oriented selected
planes in an object using nuclear magnetic resonance
techniques. A method in accordance with the present
invention comprises positioning an object in a static
homogeneous magnetic field; and determining first and
second selected planes in the object for which NMR
image data is to be obtained. The first selected plane is
located at a first position of the object and has a first
orientation with respect to a predetermined direction,
and the second selected plane is located at a second
portion of the object and has a second orientation with
respect to the predetermined position The first and
second orientations being different from one another.

The object is subjected to a plurality of repetitions of
a first repetition sequence composed of NMR excitation
and magnetic gradient field pulses. Each of the repeti-
tions of the first repetition sequence includes the steps of
applying an excitation pulse and reading out of an NMR
signal produced by the excitation pulse. The excitation
pulse for the first repetition sequence is applied at a first
predetermined frequency in the presence of a first pre-
determined slice selector magnetic field gradient having
a gradient direction extending perpendicular to the first
selected plane. The first predetermined frequency is
chosen so that application of the excitation pulse at the
first predetermined frequency only excites selected
nuclei in the first selected plane. The plurality of repeti-
tions of the first repetition sequence is carried out in a
manner to encode spatial information into a first collec-
tion of the NMR signals which are representative of
NMR image data for the first selected plane.

The object is subjected to a plurality of repetitions of
second repetition sequence composed of NMR excita-
tion and magnetic field gradient pulses. Each of the
repetitions of the second repetition sequence includes
the steps of applying an excitation pulse and reading out
of an NMR signal produced by the excitation pulse. The
excitation pulse for the second repetition sequence is
applied at a second predetermined frequency in the
presence of a second predetermined slice selector mag-
netic field gradient having a gradient direction extend-
ing perpendicular to the second selected plane. A sec-
ond predetermined frequency is chosen so that the ap-
plication of the excitation pulse at the second predeter-
mined frequency only excites selected nuclei in the
second selected plane. The second predetermined slice
selector magnetic field gradient and the second prede-
termined frequency are different from the first predeter-
mined slice selector magnetic field gradient and the first
predetermined frequency, respectively. The plurality of
repetitions of the second repetition sequence are carried
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out in a manner to encode spatial information into a
second collection of NMR signals which are representa-
tive of NMR image data for the second selected plane.

The plurality of repetitions of the first and second
repetition sequence are each carried out during the
course of a single scan of the object and each are contin-
ued substantially throughout the single scan. The repeti-
tion time interval for repeating each of the first and
second repetition sequences is substantially the same.
The steps of applying an excitation pulse and reading
out of an NMR signal for each repetition of the second
repetition sequence are performed at a different time
during the repetition time interval than each of the steps
of applying an excitation pulse and reading out of an
NMR signal for the first repetition sequence.

The present invention also entails a method for con-
ducting an examination of an object along two different
selected planes using nuclear magnetic resonance tech-
niques. This method comprises positioning an object in
an NMR imaging apparatus. The apparatus includes
means for generating a magnetic field, means for excit-
ing selected nuclei to generate NMR signals and for
reading of such NMR signals to provide a collection of
NMR signals from selected regions of an object placed
in the NMR imaging apparatus, and means for applying
gradient magnetic fields The apparatus further includes
means for obtaining NMR imaging data from the collec-
tion of NMR signals and means for producing an image
from the NMR imaging data. The method further com-
prises operating the NMR imaging apparatus to obtain
an NMR scout image for a portion of the object of the
examination. While the object remains positioned in the
NMR imaging apparatus, the scout image is used to
select a first plane and a second plane of the object for
which NMR image data is to be obtained. The first
plane and the second plane are each transverse to the
scout plane, and the first plane has a first orientation
relative to the scout plane, and the second plane has a
second orientation relative to the scout plane. The first
orientation is different from the second orientation.

A plurality of NMR sampling operations are con-
ducted to obtain NMR imaging data from the first se-
lected plane of the object The step of conducting the
sampling operations for the first plane is commenced at
a first time during the course of a single scan, and is
continued substantially throughout the single scan so as
to obtain NMR imaging data for the first selected plane
of the object.

A plurality of NMR sampling operations are con-
ducted to obtain NMR imaging data from the second
selected plane of the object which is different from the
first selected plane. The step of conducting the sampling
operations for the second selected plane is commenced

“at a second time during the course of the single scan
which is later than the first time, but prior to completion
of the step of conducting the sampling operations for
the first selected plane. The step of conducting the
NMR sampling operations for the second selected plane
is continued substantially through the single scan to
obtain NMR imaging data for the second selected plane.

Each’ of the plurality of NMR sampling operations
includes an NMR excitation operation and an NMR
reading operation. The NMR excitation operations for
each of the selected planes are carried out in 2 manner
so as to excite selected nuclei in each of the selected
planes, and the NMR reading operations for each of the
selected planes are carried out in a manner to encode
spatial information into the obtained NMR imaging
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4
data. Each of the NMR excitation and NMR reading
operations is performed at a different time during the
course of the single scan than each of the other excita-
tion and reading operations.

An apparatus in accordance with the present inven-
tion for obtaining, in the course of a single scan, NMR
image data for a plurality of selected planes, in an ob-
ject, disposed at different angles, includes a generic
gradient waveform generator, and a slice pointer for
outputting signals representing, respectively, the se-
lected planes. A level pointer outputs signals represent-
ing, respectively, the repetitions of a repetition se-
quence. A RAM, coupled to the waveform generator,
and to the slice and level pointers, stores multiplier and
offset parameters corresponding to the different angles
of the selected planes An arithmetic unit, coupled to the
waveform generator and the RAM, transforms generic
gradient waveforms into waveforms that effect rota-
tions of a slice selector and a read out gradient by the
angles corresponding to the selected planes.

The present invention permits NMR image data to be
acquired from planes at varying angles in a single scan.
Unlike the prior art, one need not conduct an entire scan
with a plurality of slices at one fixed angle, and only
thereafter, in a second scan, alter the slices to a second
desired angle. The slices in a given scan may vary in
angle from one slice to the next in accordance with the
needs of the occasion. Further, in a single scan, the
distances between slices may vary, unlike the prior art;
and, the center of the image corresponding to a slice
may be shifted from one slice to the next.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram utilized to explain the
oblique multi-slice technique of the prior art.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a repetition se-
quence entailing various waveforms applied in accor-
dance with conventional NMR imaging techniques.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a generic gradient
waveform utilized in a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of orthogonal slice selector and
readout gradients which are rotated by an angle “a” in
accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of a display system and
cursors thereon utilized with a preferred embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 6is a diagram representing orthogonal magnetic
field gradients which extend from a reference point in
an NMR magnet, and a plane corresponding to an
image displayed on the CRT screen of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an apparatus in accor-
dance with the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating the determination of
the magnetic field strength along a plane perpendicular
to the direction of a rotated slice selector gradient,
which passes through a selected portion of an object.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram depicting the timing of
operations for fifteen slices during one repetition time
interval of a muiti-slice NMR imaging technique.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating a medical
application of a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

Identical numerals in different figures refer to identi-
cal elements.



4,871,966

5

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The present invention entails a method and apparatus
for obtaining NMR image data from a plurality of se-
lected planes in an object which are nonparallel, in the
course of a single scan.

Referring to FIG. 2, in order to construct images of
an object, present day NMR imaging apparatus gener-
ally utilize magnetic field gradients for selecting a par-
ticular slice or plane of the object to be imaged and for
encoding spatial information in signals provided by the
object. For instance, one conventional technique in-
volves subjecting an object to a continuous static homo-
geneous field extending along a first direction and to
sets of sequences of orthogonal magnetic field gradients
which each generate a magnetic field component in the
same direction as the static field but whose strengths
vary along the direction of the gradients. In accordance
with this known technique, nuclear spins in a selected
plane are excited by a selective RF puise in the presence
of one of the magnetic field gradients, the frequency of
the selective RF pulse corresponding to the Larmour
frequency for only the selected plane of the object as
determined by the magnetic field gradient imposed on
the static magnetic field. Conveniently, the applied
magnetic field gradient is designated the slice selector
gradient. The selected plane will thus extend in a direc-
tion perpendicular to the gradient direction of the slice
selector magnetic field gradient. This gradient is gener-
ated by applying a wave form designated SS(t) to a coil
disposed along one of the three orthogonal axes. The
excited selected spins are then subjected to the other
magnetic field gradients, which can be designated the
readout and phase-encoding magnetic field gradients,
utilizing a plurality of repetitions in which the ampli-
tude of the phase-encoding gradient is varied for each
repetition and in which the readout gradient is applied
during the reading out of the generated NMR signals
The readout magnetic field gradient is generated by a
wave form designated RO(t) applied to a coil disposed
along a second of the three orthogonal axes. The phase-
encoding magnetic field gradient is generated by apply-
ing a wave form designated PE(t) to a coil disposed
along the third of the three orthogonal axes. The re-
ceived NMR signals are then transformed utilizing con-
ventional two-dimensional Fourier transform tech-
nigues. The readout magnetic field and phase-encoding
magnetic field gradients serve to encode spatial infor-
mation into the collection of NMR signals so that two-
dimensional images of the NMR signals in the selected
plane can be constructed. As will be appreciated, during
the scanning sequence, the various magnetic field gradi-
ents are repeatedly switched on and off at the desired
intervals. Such a two-dimensional Fourier transform
imaging technique and the pulse sequence for such a
technique is described in the book entitled Nuclear Mag-
netic Resonance Imaging in Medicine, published in 1981
by Igaku-Shoin, Ltd., Tokyo, and is sometimes known
as spin-warp imaging. )

Furthermore, many NMR imaging schemes today
rely on the collection of spin-echo NMR signals rather
than free induction decay (FID) signals FID NMR
signals are achieved by application of a 90 degree RF
excitation pulse and then reading out of the produced
signal The present invention may be utilized with NMR
imaging techniques which employ either spin-echo
NMR signals, or free induction decay NMR signals.
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Referring to FIG. 2, in utilizing the spin echo signals,
a 90 degree RF excitation pulse is followed by the appli-
cation of a 180 degree rephasing RF pulse at a predeter-
mined time interval after the 90 degree pulse. This pro-
duces a spin-echo signal at a corresponding time inter-
val after the application of the 180 degree RF pulse. In
NMR parlance, the tie of the produced spin-echo NMR
signal after the 90 degree RF excitation pulse is desig-
nated as TE (for time of echo). Thus the 180 degree RF
pulse is applied at a time interval of TE divided by 2
after the 90 degree RF pulse. .

The technique of multi-slice imaging has been devel-
oped for obtaining NMR images from a multiple num-
ber of parallel planes of the object by exciting the nuclei
in the planes and reading out NMR signals therefrom
during a single scan. More particularly, in multi-slice
imaging, the slices or planes in the imaging volume are
excited one after another during different portions of
the interval between repetitions by packing an integral
number of slice excitations between successive excita-
tions in one particular plane or slice. For example, when
selective RF pulses are applied in the presence of a
magnetic field gradient, only a limited region of the
objected is excited due to satisfaction of the resonance
conditions. Accordingly, different frequencies will ex-
cite different parts of the object. As the repetition se-
quence for any particular slice involves an excitation
followed by reading of the new signal and then fol-
lowed by a recovery interval before applying the exci-
tation pulse in a subsequent repetition, the nuclei in
differing regions or planes can be excited during the
recovery interval for one particular plane, thus effi-
ciently utilizing the recovery time interval to selec-
tively excite nuclei and read out NMR signals in other
planes. Generally, the number of planes for which
NMR images can be obtained is dependent on the re-
covery time interval between successive excitation
pulses in a single plane and the sequence interval re-
quired for exciting and reading out of a NMR signal in
one plane plus the time for switching of the gradients.
For example, in connection with a spin-echo imaging
sequence, the slice interval will correspond to the time
necessary to apply a 90 degree excitation RF pulse, to
apply a 180 degree rephasing RF pulse, to observe the
echo produced thereby, and to raise and lower the ap-
propriate gradients. During the portion of a repetition
sequence following the sequence time interval, addi-
tional selected planes can be sequenced utilizing differ-
ent frequencies in a consecutive manner.

Since the recovery time before reapplying an excita-
tion pulse in connection with NMR images is generally
long in comparison to the time needed to apply the
excitation pulse, the rephasing RF pulse and the reading
of the signals (together with the time needed to switch
the appropriate gradients on and off), it is apparent that
NMR signals can be generated and read out for a num-
ber of planes within the overall repetition time interval.
For example, it is convenient to let TS represent a se-
quence time interval needed for a single slice to apply a
90° RF pulse, a 180° rephasing RF pulse, to read out the
spin-echo signal and the time needed to raise and lower
the appropriate gradients. A number of slices or planes
for which imaging data can be obtained is thus equal to
the largest integral number obtained from dividing the
repetition time T, by the sequence time interval TS.

Referring to FIG. 9, there is shown a schematic dia-
gram of the scheme for exciting selected nuclei in each
of 15 planes, and for collecting the NMR imaging data
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from the corresponding plane in a multi-slice technique
for one repetition interval, utilizing the repetition se-
quence discussed hereinabove with reference to FIG. 2.
In FIG. 9, the overall repetition interval T, (along the
horizontal axis) has been divided into 15 equal time slice
intervals, TS. The vertical axis represents a number of
slices of planes for which imaging data is to be col-
lected, and has been labeled 1-15 to represent 15 differ-
ent planes. Thus, imaging data for the 15 different
planes or slices of an object are obtained during each
repetition. Also, since the number of planes correspond
to the number of different frequencies for the RF pulses,
the vertical axis in FIG. 9 has also been labeled with
frequencies f1-f1s5. The term “P” is utilized to represent
the operations for exciting selected nuclei and reading
out of the generated NMR signal (together with the
operations for switching on and off the appropriate
gradient coils), corresponding to the intervals 1-4 de-
picted in FIG. 2.

In connection with the multi-slice imaging sequence,
the P operation for each slice or plane within the overall
repetition interval T, occurs during a corresponding
one of the 15 sequence time intervals, TS, with no two
P operations occurring during the same interval TS.

Thus, in conventional multi-slice imaging, during a
first sequence interval TS of the repetition sequence, a
90° RF excitation pulse, and a 180° rephasing pulse are
applied at a first frequency fi and the produced spin-
echo signal then read out. This NMR signal will be
representative of an NMR signal for nuclei in the first
plane. Thereafter, during the recovery interval for the
excited nuclei in the first plane, another sequence of a
90° RF excitation pulse, a 180° rephasing pulse and the
reading out of the spin-echo NMR signal, with appro-
priate switching of the gradients, is carried out during
the second sequence interval TS. This latter signal is
representative of NMR signals from nuclei in the sec-
ond plane. Thereafter, subsequent sequences of excita-
tion, rephasing and reading out of NMR signals are
carried out for the other planes in subsequent sequence
intervals TS, when the excited nuclei in the first two
planes are relaxing during their respective recovery
intervals.

Accordingly, in a multi-slice NMR imaging method,
consecutive sets of pulses and reading out of signals, at

. different frequencies, can be accomplished in one repe-
tition time interval Trep. In particular, the various slices
or planes in the object being imaged are excited one
after another, and the appropriate sequence interval,
with the overall repetition rate for one slice being uti-
lized to pack an integral number of slice intervals be-
tween successive excitations of the same slice. Each of
the RF excitation and rephasing pulses is applied at a
different frequency so as to excite a different slice or
plane of the object. A single frequency only repeats
itself once for each plane during the repetition time
interval Trep.

The slice selector magnetic field gradient is disposed
along one of the three orthogonal axes, which may
arbitrarily be designated as the Z axis. Similarly, the
readout and the phase-encoding magnetic field gradi-
ents may arbitrarily be designated as disposed along the
Y and X axes. Referring to FIG. 3, a generic wave form
10 is depicted from which the slice selector gradient
wave form and the readout gradient wave form may be
generated. The wave form 10 rises from an initial value
of —0.5 to a maximum value of 0.5, after which it de-
scends to its minimum of value of —1.5, thereafter rises
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8

once again to its maximum of 0.5, and then dips, finally,
to once again —0.5. The ideal slice selector gradient
wave form depicted in FIG. 2 is simply the wave form
10 shifted upwardly by 0.5. That is, the amplitude of the
slice selector gradient wave form at any time is merely
that of the wave form 10 plus 0.5. Accordingly, the
ideal slice selector gradient wave form possesses two
flat peaks of amplitude 1 with a valley therebetween
dipping to —1 and for the remainder of the time is 0.
Similarly, the readout gradient wave form is generated
from the wave form 10 by taking the negative of the
wave form 10 and adding 0.5 to it. That is, the ampli-
tude of the ideal readout gradient wave form at any
particular time is simply the negative of the value of the
wave form 10 at that time to which 0.5 has been added.
This produces an ideal readout gradient wave form
which has an initial value of 1, dips to 0, rises to 2, dips
again to 0, and rises again to 1. The phase-encoding
magnetic field gradient wave form is distinct and not
derivable from the generic wave form 10. Letting SS(t)
represent the ideal slice selector gradient wave form,
RO(t) represent the ideal readout gradient wave form,
and G(t) represent the generic wave form 10, we have:
S8()=G(1)+0.5, and RO(t)== —G(t)+0.5. However,
in practice, owing to the characteristics of the particular
NMR machine which is being utilized, an offset of other
than exactly 0.5 may be required to generate, from the
generic wave form 10, slice selector and readout wave
forms which are nearly 0 in the required intervals. Thus,
more generally SS(t)=G(t)+A, and RO(t)=—G(t-
)+ A, where A is an offset term determined for the
particular machine to which the waveforms will be
applied.

Referring to FIG. 4, a rotation of both the Y and the
Z axes by an angle ““a” is depicted The rotated Z axis is
designated Z;, and the rotated Y axis is designated Y.
Considering the various axes to be vectors, one has the
following:

Z)|=CO0S(a)Z+ SIN(a)Y, and

Y= —SIN(2)Z +COS(a)Y

‘Thus, each of the rotated axes, considered as vectors,
may be described as a linear combination of the Y and Z
axes, considered as vectors. Each of the magnetic field
gradients may be considered a vector pointing in the
direction of the gradient. If the slice selector gradient in
the Z direction is designated Zss, and a slice selector
gradient in the Y direction is designated Ygss, and if a
slice selector gradient in the Z; direction is designated
Ziss, then in accordance with the above equations,
Ziss is equal to COS(a)Zss+SIN(a)Yss. Similarly, if a
readout gradient in the Z direction is designated Z g, if
a readout gradient in the Y direction is designated Yro,
and if a readout gradient in the Y1 direction is desig-
nated Y1go, then in accordance with the above equa-
tions, Yiro is equal to —SIN(a)Zgro+COS(a)Y ro.
That is, the slice selector gradient in the Z, direction
may be generated from a linear combination of the slice
selector gradients in the Z and Y disrections. Similarly, a
readout gradient in the Y direction may be generated
from a linear combination of the readout gradients in
the Z and Y directions.

Conventional NMR imaging apparatus comprise X,
Y and Z coils for generating magnetic field gradients in,
respectively, the X, Y and Z directions. To generate a
slice selector gradient in the Z direction, the slice selec-
tor wave form, SS(t), is applied to the Z coil. Similarly,
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to generate a slice selector gradient in the Y direction,
the slice selector wave form, SS(t), is applied to the Y
coil. A readout gradient in the Z direction is created by
applying the readout wave form, RO(t), to the Z coii,
and a readout gradient in the Y direction is created by
applying the readout wave form RO(t), to the Y coil.
Thus, to generate a slice selector gradient in the Z;
direction and a readout gradient in the Y direction, a
wave form COS(a)SS(t)—SIN(a)RO(t) is applied to the
Z coil, and a wave form SIN(a)SS(t)+COS(2)RO(t) is
applied to the Y coil. Replacing each of the expressions
SS(t) and RO(t) by their equivalents in terms of G(t)
and A, one has:

the wave form applied to the Z coil is
G(D[COS(a)+ SIN(a)] + A[COS(a) — SIN(a)}, and

the waveform applied to the Y coil is
G(D[SIN(a) — COS(a)] + A[SIN(a) -+ COS(a)].

In practice, the slice selector waveform SS(t) is multi-
plied by a constant, denoted Css, such that the resulting
waveform provides a predetermined slice selector gra-
dient, denoted G gauss per inch. Similarly, in practice,
the readout waveform is multiplied by a constant, de-
noted C,,, such that the readout gradient possesses a
predetermined value, which preferably is also G gauss
per inch. Accordingly, to provide a slice selector gradi-
ent in the Z{ direction, and a readout gradient in the Y}
direction having predetermined values, the above
waveform applied to the Z coil is multiplied by a con-
stant, and the above waveform applied to the Y coil is
multiplied by a constant. For gradients of G gauss per
inch in both the Z; and Y directions, the waveform
applied to the Z coil is multiplied by Cs;, and the wave-
form applied to the Y coil is muitiplied by C,,. Thus, in
the preferred embodiment, the waveform applied to the
Z coil is [G()[COS(a)+ SIN(a)] + A[(COS(a) — SIN-
(2)]ICss, and the waveform applied to the Y coil is
[G(D[SIN(a) — COS(a)] + A[SIN(a) + COS(a)]]C .

Referring to FIG. 5, a display system 70 utilized in
conjunction with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention is depicted. Referring also to FIG. 6, image
data from an object in an NMR scanner taken in a plane
92 parallel to the YZ plane, and having a particular X
coordinate, X,, is displayed on the system 70. The
image data in the plane 92 is obtained by initially apply-
ing a slice selector gradient along the X axis. Subse-
quently, the slice selector, the read out, and the phase
encoding gradients are in, respectively, the Z, Y and X
directions. A center 90 of the display system 70 corre-
sponds to a center 91 of the NMR magnet. An object 81
appears in the plane 92 displayed on the system 70. A
cursor 78 having a center 79 designated with a dot is
positionable on the system 70 via controls 76 and 72. If
image data from the object 81 is required in a plane
orthogonal to the Y-Z plane at an angle *¢” from the Y
axis, then the cursor 78 is positioned such that the center
dot 79 of the cursor 78 coincides with a desired point 82
on the object 81 and the cursor 78 is rotated to the
desired angle “‘c” To position the cursor in this fashion
requires moving the center dot 79 upwardly until it
matches the Y coordinate of the object point 82 and
then along the horizontal until the center dot 79
matches the Z coordinate of the object point 82, and
then rotating the cursor 78 about the center 79 to the
angle “c”. The center of the image corresponding to the
plane defined by the cursor 78 will coincide with the
point 82 of the object 81. Referring also to FIG. 7, the
display system 70 is coupled to a computer 71 to which
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is output the coordinate and angle information for the
object point 82. That is, the computer 71 receives, from
the system 70, the X coordinate, Xy, of the plane 92; the
Y and Z coordinates of the object point 82 relative to
the center 90 of the system 70, and the angle “c” of the
desired plane, orthogonal to the Y-Z plane, passing
through the object point 82. From these coordinates the
location of the point 82 relative to the center 91 of the
NMR magnet can be calculated. The slice selector,
readout and phase encoding gradients have been cali-
brated such that the magnetic field strength changes in
their respective directions in a predetermined amount
per inch. Preferably, this change is uniform for each of
the gradients and is G gauss per inch. Associated with a
particular magnetic field strength is a particular RF
frequency required to excite nuclei in a plane having
that particular strength. Thus, the position of the point
under consideration on the system 70 can be translated
into corresponding frequencies associated with the gra-
dient planes passing through the point. For example, if
the point under consideration has a Z coordinate of 6
inches, then, if there is a slice selector gradient along the
Z direction of G gauss per inch, a plane orthogonal to
the Z axis at 6 inches passing through the point will
have a magnetic field strength of 6G-+B,, where B, is
the strength of the magnetic field at the origin. Thus,
the frequency of the RF pulse required to excite nuclei
in this plane perpendicular to the slice selector gradient
at 6 inches, can be determined.

When the slice selector gradient has been rotated by
an angle “c”, the strength of the magnetic field in a
plane perpendicular to the direction of the rotated slice
selector gradient which passes through a particular
object can be readily calculated based upon the angle
“c”. Referring to FIG. 8, a plane 100 extending into the
paper through the object 81 is disposed at an angle “c”
from the readout gradient direction Y. The plane 100 is
perpendicular to the rotated slice selector gradient Z;.
That is, to generate a plane through the object 81 at the
angle “c” having a constant magnetic field strength, the
slice selector gradient Z is rotated by the angle “c” to
form a rotated slice selector gradient Z. To determine
the strength of the magnetic field in the plane 100, the
length of a line 101, which extends from the origin
perpendicularly to the plane 100, is calculated. Since the
magnetic field changes by G gauss per inch, the change
in the strength from the origin to the plane 100 may be
calculated based upon the length of the line 101. To
calculate the strength of the field in the plane 100 this
calculated change is simply added to the strength of the
field at the origin. In this fashion, one may derive the
strength of the magnetic field in the plane perpendicular
to the rotated slice selector axis, that passes through the
object 81; and accordingly, infer the frequency of the
RF pulse that will excite the nuclei in this plane. Simi-
larly, the strength of the magnetic field in the plane 105
which is perpendicular to the rotated readout gradient
Y1 and which passes through the object 81 may be cal-
culated from the length of the line 104, which is deriv-
able from the angle of rotation “c”. Thus, referring to
FIGS. 5 and 7, the coordinate and angle data output by
the display system 70 permit the computer 71 to calcu-
late the strength of the magnetic field in the planes
perpendicular to the rotated slice selector gradient, and
the rotated readout gradient, which pass through the
object under consideration. From the strength of the
magnetic field in the plane perpendicular to the rotated
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slice selector gradient, the frequency of the RF pulse
required to excite the nuclei in that plane may be de-
rived. Further, from the data output by the system 70,
the computer 71 can calculate the frequency required to
demodulate the NMR signal during the read out period.
Accordingly, the data from the system 70 provides all
the necessary information for spatially encoding NMR
signals output by the object corresponding to rotated
slice selector and readout gradients.

The computer 71 performs all the necessary calcula-
tions for transforming the data output by the system 70
into corresponding coordinates and frequencies re-
quired for the imaging process.

Referring to FIG. 7, the display system 70 of FIG. §
is coupled to the computer 71 to provide information
regarding the angle “c” of the position cursor 78. To
take another slice of the object 81 at a different angle, a
second cursor 92 having a center dot 93 is selectively
positioned through a second portion of the object 81 at
a required angle “d”. Additional cursors may be utilized
to take additional slices through selected portions of the
object 81 at desired angles, which may be the same or
different, as required. In one scan, slices may be taken
through the same portion of the object 81 at different
angles, through different portions at the same angle,
through different portions at different angles, or any
combination of the above. That is, in a single scan, slices
may be taken through any desired portions of the object
at any desired angles. As noted above, the position of
the portion of the object through which a slice is taken
is determined by the movement of a cursor such that its
center coincides with the portion of the object 81
through which the slice is taken. The center of the
image corresponding to the slice will be the portion of
the object 81 which coincides with the center of the
cursor. This information in conjunction with the X
coordinate of the plane being viewed on the system 70
is sufficient to determine the strength of the magnetic
field in the planes which pass through the object and are
perpendicular to the rotated slice selector and readout
gradients, and the phase encoding gradient Thus, the
coordinate and angle data afforded by the system 70
regarding the portion of the object 81 through which a
slice is taken provides all the necessary parameters for
the corresponding NMR imaging process. The com-
puter 71 calculates all the necessary transformations
from the data provided by the system 70 to the coordi-
nates and corresponding frequencies of the NMR appa-
ratus. In this fashion, utilizing a plurality of cursors on
the system 70, any number of slices of corresponding
portions of the object 81 may be taken at various angles
within one scan. One simply positions the cursors in
sequence at various selected portions of the object 81 at
corresponding desired angles Preferably, the cursors do
not cross within the region of interest; since, image
information may be impaired in the intersecting region.

Referring to FIG. 7, the expression for the waveform
applied to the Z coil above, when expanded, contains a
constant coefficient of the generic waveform G(t), and
a constant term. The coefficient of G(t) is designated a
multiplier and equals [COS(a)+ SIN (a)]Css. The con-
stant term is designated an offset and equals. A[COS-
(a) —SIN(a)]Css. Similarly, the waveform applied to the
Y coil contains a muitiplier term, which is the coeffici-
ent of the generic waveform G(t), and contains a con-
stant term, designated an offset. The multiplier for the Y
coil waveform equals [SIN(a)—COS(a)|C,,, and the
offset term equals A[SIN(a)+ COS(2)]C,,. These multi-
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plier and offset terms for the Z coil and Y coil wave-
forms are calculated by the computer 71 for each slice
from the angle information of that slice output by the
system 70. For example, for the slice corresponding to
the position of the cursor 92 in FIG. 5, the system 70
outputs a signal to the computer 71 indicating the angle
“d” of the slice. In response, utilizing the angle “d”, the
computer 71 calculates the multiplier and offset terms
for the waveform applied to the Z coil, and calculates
the multiplier and offset terms for the waveform applied
to the Y coil. These values, associated with this slice,
are output by the computer 71 to a RAM 28 where they
are stored. This is done, in sequence, for each of the
slices taken through the object 81 via the corresponding
cursors on the system 70.

Further, in response to the coordinate and angle data
associated with each slice output by the system 70, the
computer 71 calculates for each slice an RF excitation
frequency for the plane orthogonal to the direction of
the slice selector gradient rotated by the angle of the
slice, which passes through the selected portion of the
object, and a frequency required to demodulate the
corresponding NMR signal during the read out period.
These two frequencies are output by the computer 71 to
a frequency synthesizer controller 73 where they are
stored in sequence. Conventional radio frequency or
“RF” transmitting and receiving apparatus 77 of the
type commonly used in NMR apparatus is connected to
frequency synthesizer controller 73 and to computer 71.
The RF transmitting and receiving apparatus 77 uses
the excitation an demodulation frequencies supplied by
frequency synthesizer controller 73. RF transmitting
and receiving apparatus applies RF excitation pulses to
the object 81 and receives and demodulates the corre-
sponding NMR signals. In the conventional manner, the
RF transmitting and receiving apparatus passes the
information from the demodulated NMR signals to
computer 71 for production of images.

Referring to FIG. 7, a preferred embodiment of the
apparatus of the present invention is depicted A generic
gradient waveform generator 20 contains the generic
waveform G(t) stored in digital form. The generator 20
also stores the phase encoding waveform, as illustrated
in FIG. 2, in digital form. Preferably, the generator 20
stores these particular waveforms; but, may store others
that suffice for purposes of the present invention. A
pulse programmer 24 controls the waveform generator
20, and a slice pointer 31. The computer 71 controls a
level pointer 35. In response to a pulse from the pro-
grammer 24, the generator 20 outputs, from a terminal
21, a word of stored waveform data corresponding to a
particular axis. Simultaneously, a signal is output from a
terminal 22 representing the axis corresponding to the
ouiput waveform data. For the X axis, a word of the
digitally stored phase encoding waveform is output; for

" the Y axis, a word of the digitally stored generic wave-
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form G(t) is output, and for the Z axis, a word of the
digitally stored generic waveform G(t) is also output. In
the sequence of cutputs from the terminal 22, the order
of the axes is predetermined, but not necessarily cyclical
That is, the outputs of the terminal 22 are not necessar-
ily X, Y, Z, X, Y, Z, etc. or some fixed permutation
thereof; each axis need not appear every three outputs.
The exact order of the axes is predetermined; but, may
be adapted to the needs of the particular situation. The
two outputs of the generator 20 are fed to an arithmetic
unit 25. The output of the terminal 22 of the generator
20 is conveyed to the multiplier and offset parameter
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RAM 28. The slice pointer 31, in response to a pulse
from the pulse programmer 24, outputs a signal to the
RAM 28 and to the frequency synthesizer controller 73
indicating which of the slices, in the sequence of slices
of the object 81, is to be taken. The level pointer 35
indicates which of the repetitions of the repetition se-
quence is to transpire, and conveys this information to
the RAM 28 which also stores amplitude values for
each of the repetitions. An output terminal 41 of the
arithmetic unit 25 is coupled to digital-to-analog con-
verters 40, 42, and 45. An output terminal 32 of the
arithmetic unit 25 is also coupled to each of the digital-
to-analog converters 40, 42, and 45. The terminal 41
provides waveform data for a particular axis, and the
terminal 42 indicates the axis corresponding to that
data. The digital-to-analog converters 40, 42, and 45 are
coupled to, respectively, power supplies 47, 50 and 51,
which are coupled, respectively, to an X coil 53, a Y
coil §7, and Z coil 60, in the NMR apparatus.

In operation, the generic gradient waveform genera-
tor 20, in response to a pulse from the programmer 24,
outputs from the terminal 21, a word of waveform data
corresponding to a particular axis A signal indicating
this particular axis, say the Z axis, is provided from the
terminal 22. The waveform data and the axis signal are
conveyed to the arithmetic unit 25, and the axis signal is
conveyed to the multiplier and offset parameter RAM
28. The slice pointer 31 provides a signal to the RAM 28
indicating the particular slice from the sequence of
slices on the system 70 from which images are to be
generated. Slice pointer 31 is connected to display sys-
" tem 70 as schematically indicated at 99 in FIG. 7. In
response to the axis indicating signal from the generator
20, and the slice indicating signal from the slice pointer
31, the RAM 28 outputs the above-described multiplier
and offset terms for the corresponding axis and slice.
Specifically, for an input from the slice pointer 31 indi-
cating the second slice, and an input from the generator
20 indicating the Z axis, the RAM 28 outputs the multi-
plier [COS(d)+ SIN(d)]Css, and outputs the offset A[-
COS(d)— SIN(d)]Css. The arithmetic unit 25 multiplies
the digital data representing the generic waveform G(t)
by the multiplier term and to this expression adds the
offset term. The sum, which represents the waveform
segment to be applied to the Z coil, is output in digital
form from the terminal 41, and a signal indicating the
corresponding Z axis is output from the terminal 32.
The digital-to-analog converter 40 corresponding to the
Z coil is accessed by the axis indicating signal output by
the terminal 32, and the digital data output by the termi-
nal 41 is directed to the converter 40 where it is con-
verted to analog. The output of the converter 40 is
applied to the Z coil 53 after being increased in ampli-
tude by the power supply 47 For the same output of the
slice pointer 31, a similar operation is performed with
respect to the Y axis to provide the corresponding
waveform segment to the Y coil. For the X axis, along
which. a phase encoding gradient is produced, the arith-
metic unit 25 serves only to multiply the digital data
representing the generic phase encoding waveform by a
constant output by the RAM 28 in response to the repe-
tition indicated by the level pointer 35. The resulting
quantity is output from the terminal 41 of the arithmetic
unit 25 to the X coil.

In this fashion, the Z coil, the Y coil, and the X coil,
receive corresponding waveforms in a predetermined
sequence. As indicated above, the waveforms applied to
the Z coil and the Y coil serve to rotate the slice selec-
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tor and the read out gradients in, respectively, the Z and
Y axes by the angle corresponding to the slice indicated
by the slice pointer 31, With the slice selector and read
out gradient directions rotated in this fashion, the con- ’
ventional NMR technique for eliciting signals repre-
senting image data is applied.

The process for generating images from the various
rotated planes through the corresponding portions of
the object 81 is similar to the conventional multi-slice
technique, except that the waveforms are no longer
necessarily the conventional ones indicated in FIG. 2;
but, the waveforms applied to the Z coil and Y coil are
functions of the angle of the slice which is being taken.
As with the conventional multi-slice imaging technique,
the slices or planes taken in accordance with the present
invention are excited one after another during different
portions of an interval between repetitions by packing
an integral number of slice excitations between succes-
sive excitations in one particular plane or slice. That is,
when selective RF pulses are applied in the presence of
a magnetic field gradient, only a limited region of the
object is excited due to satisfaction of the resonance
conditions. Accordingly, different frequencies will ex-
cite different parts of the object. As the repetition se-
quence for any particular slice involves excitation fol-
lowed by reading of the produced signal and then fol-
lowed by a recovery interval before applying the exci-
tation pulse in a subsequent repetition, the nuclei in
different regions or planes can be excited during the
recovery interval for one particular plane, thus effi-
ciently utilizing the recovery time interval to selec-
tively excite nuclei and read out NMR signals in other
planes. Generally, the number of planes for which
NMR images can be obtained is dependent upon the
recovery time interval between successive excitation
pulses in a single plane and the sequence interval re-
quired for exciting and reading out of an NMR signal in
one plane plus the time for switching of the gradients.

Thus, the above-described apparatus of a preferred
embodiment of the present invention calculates the slice
selector, read out and phase encodings waveforms in
real time, just before application to the corresponding
magnet coils, and excitation of the corresponding slice.
In this fashion, relatively little memory is required for
storage purposes; most quantities are merely calculated,
as needed, then output.

The present invention permits a plurality of slices of
an object to be taken at varying angles within the same
scan. Accordingly, there is no longer the need to posi-
tion all of the slices in a multi-slice scan at the same
angle, and to therefore require a second scan for any
second required angle of a slice.

Referring to FIG. 10, a particular medical use of the
apparatus of the present invention is depicted. A patient -
is disposed in an NMR imaging apparatus, and a scout
scan is taken of the patient’s spine, which is displayed on
a screen 130. While the patient is lying in the NMR
apparatus, an operator positions, via controls 131 and
133, cursors 140-146 having, respectively, centers
150-156 to provide image data from corresponding
planes through the spine 160. In this fashion, image data
may be generated from planes whose angles correspond
to the dispositions of the various vertebrae of the spine
160. In accordance with the present invention, it is no
longer necessary to subject the patient to repeated scans
corresponding to the angles required to properly pro-
vide image data from vertebrae having different orien-
tations. The operator may select slices of the spine 160
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at any required angles within one single scan. Further,
the distances between the required planes need not be
uniform, and the centers of the images corresponding to
the cursors 140-146 need not be aligned. That is, the
centers of the images corresponding to the cursors
140-146 will coincide with, respectively, the center
dots 150-156, despite the fact that the center dots
150-156 are not aligned.

While the above-described embodiment of the pres-
ent invention utilized image data on the system 70 from
a plane having a particular X coordinate, this is not
necessary. The present invention may be utilized to take
image data from various planes disposed at correspond-
ing angles with respect to any one particular axis. For
example, referring again to FIG. 5, the image on the
system 70 may be a conventional television image of the
object taken from outside the object, and the cursors
positioned with respect to this image. Further, although
the embodiment described above utilized slice selector
and readout gradients that were rotations of reference
slice selector and readout gradients that were fixed from
slice-to-slice, this is not necessary for the present inven-
tion. That is, a first slice may correspond to slice selec-
tor and readout gradients that are rotations of a slice
selector gradient along the Z axis and a readout gradi-
ent along the Y axis; but, a second slice may correspond
to a rotation of a slice selector gradient disposed along
the X axis and the readout gradient disposed along the
Z axis. For each slice, in accordance with the present
invention, the reference readout and slice selector gra-
dients may be permuted among the three orthogonal
axes.

For purposes of the present invention, all that is re-
quired are the X, Y and Z coordinates of the point
through which a plane is desired, and the angle of the
plane relative to an arbitrarily chosen read out gradient
direction, or equivalently the angle which the plane is
rotated about an arbitrarily chosen phase encoding gra-
dient direction. The system 70 of FIG. 7 provides this
information; but, any source of this data, including di-
rect input, suffices for the purposes of the present inven-
tion. As mentioned above, the slice selector, read out
and phase encoding gradient directions may be per-
muted among the orthogonal coordinates from slice to
slice.

The present invention may be employed with the
spin-echo NMR technique, the free induction decay
(FID) technique, or with any NMR technique utilizing
a slice-selector gradient.

The present invention also entails methods corre-
sponding to the operations described above.

While the invention has been described in its pre-
ferred embodiments, it is to be understood that the
words which have been used are words of description
rather than limitation, and that changes within the pur-
view of the appended claims may be made without
departing from the true scope and spirit of of the inven-
tion in its broader aspects.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for obtaining in the course of a single
scan NMR image data for a plurality of differently
oriented selected planes in an object using nuclear mag-
netic resonance techniques, said method comprising the
steps of:

(a) positioning an object in a static homogeneous

magnetic field;

(b) determining first and second selected planes in

said object for which NMR image data is to be
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obtained, said first selected plane being located at a
first portion of said object and having a first orien-
tation with respect to a predetermined direction
and said second selected plane being located at a
second portion of said object and having a second
orientation with respect to said predetermined di-
rection, said first and second orientations being
different from one another;

(c) subjecting said object to a plurality of repetitions

of a first repetition sequence composed of NMR
excitation and magnetic gradient field pulses, each
of said repetitions of said first repetition sequence
including the steps of applying an excitation pulse
and reading out of an NMR signal produced by
said excitation pulse, said excitation pulse for said
first repetition sequence being applied at a first
predetermined frequency in the presence of a first
predetermined slice selector magnetic field gradi-
ent having a gradient direction extending perpen-
dicular to said first selected plane, said first prede-
termined frequency being chosen so that said appli-
cation of said excitation pulse at said first predeter-
mined frequency only excites selected nuclei in said
first selected plane, and said plurality of repetitions
of said first repetition sequence being carried out in
a manner to encode spatial information into a first
collection of said NMR signals, said first collection
of NMR signals being representative of NMR
image data for said first selected plane; and

(d) subjecting said object to a plurality of repetitions

of a second repetition sequence composed of NMR
excitation and magnetic field gradient pulses, each
of said repetitions of said second repetition se-
quence including the steps of applying an excita-
tion puise and reading out of an NMR signal pro-
duced, by said excitation pulse, said excitation
pulse for said second repetition sequence being
applied at a second predetermined frequency in the
presence of a second predetermined slice selector
magnetic field gradient having a gradient direction
extending perpendicular to said second selected
plane, said second predetermined frequency being
chosen so that said application of said excitation
pulse at said second predetermined frequency only
excites selected nuclei in said second selected
plane, said second predetermined slice selector
magnetic field gradient and said second predeter-
mined frequency being different from said first
predetermined slice selector magnetic field gradi-
ent and said first predetermined frequency, respec-
tively, and said plurality of repetitions of said sec-
ond repetition sequence being carried out in a man-
ner to encode spatial information into a second
collection of NMR signals, said second collection
of NMR signals being representative of NMR
image data for said second selected plane;
said plurality of repetitions of said first and second
repetition sequences each being carried out dur-
ing the course of a single scan of said object and
each being continued substantially throughout
said single scan, the repetition time interval for
repeating each of said first and second repetition
sequences being substantially the same and said
steps of applying an excitation pulse and reading
out of an NMR signal for each repetition of said
second repetition sequence being performed at a
different time during said repetition time interval
than each of said steps of applying an excitation
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pulse and reading out of an NMR signal for said
first repetition sequence.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein step (c) comprises
generating said magnetic gradient field pulses of said
first repetition sequence via a first and a second wave-
form, corresponding to said first orientation of said first
selected plane, which produce said first predetermined
slice selector magnetic field gradient, and a first prede-
termined read out magnetic field gradient having a
direction orthogonal to that of said first predetermined
slice selector magnetic field gradient; and

wherein step (d) comprises generating said mag-
netic field gradient pulses of said second repeti-
tion sequence via a third and a fourth waveform,
corresponding to said second orientation of said
second plane, which produce said second prede-
termined slice selector magnetic field gradient,
and a second predetermined read out magnetic
field gradient having a direction orthogonal to
that of said second predetermined slice selector
magnetic field gradient.

3. The method of claim 2 using an NMR imaging
apparatus having first means for generating a first mag-
netic field gradient having a first direction, and second
means for generating a second magnetic field gradient
having a direction orthogonal to said first direction, a
direction of said first predetermined slice selector gradi-
ent being said first direction rotated by a first angle a,
and a direction of said second predetermined slice selec-
tor gradient being said first direction rotated by a sec-
ond angle b, wherein the step of generating said mag-
netic gradient field pulses of said first repetition se-
quence comprises applying said first waveform to said
first means, said first waveform being of a form
[G(H[COS(a) +SIN(a)] + A[(COS(a)— SIN(2)]] Css,
where G(t) is a predetermined gradient waveform, and
A, and Cgare predetermined constants; and

applying said second waveform to said second means,
said second waveform being of a form [G(t)[SIN-
(2) - COS(a)] + A[SIN(a)+ COS(2)]1C/s, where
Cro is a predetermined constant; and

wherein the step of generating said magnetic field
gradient pulses of said second repetition sequence
comprises applying said third waveform to said
first means, said third waveform being of a form
[G(HICOS(b)+SIN(b)] + A[(COS(b)-
—SIN(b)]]Css; and

applying said fourth waveform to said second means,
said fourth waveform being of a form
[G()[SIN(b)—COS(b)] + A[SIN(b)+ COS(b)ICrs.

4. A method for conducting an examination of an
object along two different selected planes using nuclear
magnetic resonance techniques, said method compris-
ing the steps of:

(a) positioning an object in an NMR imaging appara-
tus which includes means for generating a mag-
netic field, means for exciting selected nuclei to
generate NMR signals and for reading of such
NMR signals to provide a collection of NMR sig-
nals from selected regions of an object placed in
said NMR imaging apparatus, means for applying
gradient magnetic fields, means for obtaining NMR
imaging data from said collection of NMR signals
and means for producing an image from said NMR
imaging data;

(b) operating said NMR imaging apparatus to obtain
an NMR scout image for a portion of said object of
said examination;
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(c) while said object remains positioned in said NMR
imaging apparatus, using said scout image to select
a first plane and a second plane of said object for
which NMR image data is to be obtained, said first
plane and said second plane each being transverse
to said scout plane, and said first plane having a
first orientation relative to said scout plane and said
second plane having a second orientation relative
to said scout plane, said first orientation being dif-
ferent from said second orientation;

(d) conducting a plurality of NMR sampling opera-
tions to obtain NMR imaging data from said first
selected plane of said object, said step of conduct-
ing said sampling operations for said first plane
being commenced at a first time during the course
of a single scan and being continued substantially
throughout said single scan so as to obtain NMR
imaging data for said first-selected plane of said
object;

(e) conducting a plurality of NMR sampling opera-
tions to obtain NMR imaging data from said sec-
ond selected plane of said object which is different
from said first selected plane, said step of conduct-
ing said sampling operations for said second se-
lected plane being commenced at a second time
during the course of said single scan which is later
than said first time, but prior to completion of said
step of conducting said sampling operations for
said first selected plane, and said step of conducting
said NMR sampling operations for said second
selected plane being continued substantially
throughout said single scan to obtain NMR imag-
ing data for said second selected plane;
each of said plurality of NMR sampling operations

including an NMR excitation operation and an
NMR reading operation, said NMR excitation
operations for each of said selected planes being
carried out in a manner so as to excite selected
nuclei in said each of said selected planes, and
said NMR reading operations for each of said
selected planes being carried out in a manner to
encode spatial information into said obtained
NMR imaging data, each of said NMR excitation
and NMR reading operations being performed at
a different time during the course of said single
scan than each other of said excitation and read

ing operations. :

5. The method of claim 4, wherein step (d) comprises
applying a first and a second waveform, corresponding
to said first orientation of said first plane, to said means
for applying gradient magnetic fields, to produce a first
predetermined slice selector magnetic field gradient
having a direction orthogonal to said first plane; and
wherein

step (e) comprises applying a third and a fourth wave-
form, corresponding to said second orientation of
said second plane, to said means for applying gradi-
ent magnetic fields, to produce a second predeter-
mined slice selector magnetic field gradient having
a direction orthogonal to said second plane.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein said means for
applying gradient magnetic fields comprises first means
for generating a first magnetic field gradient having a
first direction, and second means for generating a sec-
ond magnetic field gradient having a direction orthogo-
nal to said first direction, a direction of said first prede-
termined slice selector gradient being said first direction
rotated by a first angle a, and a direction of said second
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predetermined slice selector gradient being said first
direction rotated by a second angle b;
wherein the step of applying said first and second
waveforms comprises applying said first waveform
to said first means, said first waveform being of a
form [G()[COS(a)+ SIN(a)]+ A[(COS(a)—SIN-
(@)]lCss, where G(t) is a predetermined waveform,
and A and Cg are predetermined constants;
and applying said second waveform to said second
means, said second waveform being of a form
[G()[SIN(a)—COS(a)] + Al(SIN(a) + COS(a)]l-
C0, Where Cy, is a predetermined constant; and
wherein
the step of applying said third and said fourth wave-
forms comprises applying said third waveform to
said first means, said third waveform being of a
form [G(H[COS(b)+SIN(b)] +A[(COS(b)-
—SIN(b)]]Css, and applying said fourth waveform
to said second means, said fourth waveform being
of a form [G(t)[SIN(b)—COS(b)]+A[(SIN(b)
+COS()]ICro
7. An apparatus for obtaining, in a course of a single
scan, NMR image data for a plurality of selected planes,
in an object, dispose at different angles relative to a
predetermined direction, comprising:
means for providing generic gradient waveforms; and
means, coupled to said providing means, for generat-
ing gradient waveforms in said single scan that
produce slice selector magnetic field gradients
having, respectively, directions which are orthogo-
nal to, respectively, said plurality of selected
planes.
8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said generating
means Comprises:
means, coupled to said providing means, for provid-
ing multiplier and offset parameters corresponding
to said different angles of said selected planes; and

means, coupled to generic gradient waveform pro-
viding means and to said multiplier and offset pa-
rameter providing means, for combining at least
one of said generic gradient waveforms with said
multiplier and offset parameters to produce said
gradient waveforms.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein said multiplier
and offset parameter providing means includes means
for providing multiplier parameters [COS(a)+ SIN-
(a)]Css and [SIN(a) - COS(a)]Cy, for values of “a” cor-
responding to said different angles, where C,, and Cg,
are each predetermined constants, and for providing
offset parameters A[(COS(a) —SIN(a)]]Css and A{(SIN-
(a)+COS(a)]ICr for values of “a” corresponding to
said different angles, where A is a predetermined con-
stant;

wherein said generic gradient waveform providing

means includes means for providing a generic gra-
dient waveform G(t); and wherein

said combining means includes means for generating

waveforms having a form [G(t)[COS(a)+ SIN(a)-
JA[(COS(a) — SIN(a)]]Css and [G(1)[SIN(a) —COS-
(a)] + A[(SIN(a)+COS(a)]IC,, for values of “a”
corresponding to said different angles. '

10. An apparatus adapted to be coupled to a genera-
tor providing a generic gradient waveform G(t), for
obtaining, in a course of a single scan, NMR image data
for a plurality of selected planes, in an object, disposed
at different angles relative to a predetermined direction
comprising:
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slice pointer means for providing signals represent-
ing, respectively, said plurality of selected planes;
and

means coupled to said slice pointer means, for gener-
ating gradient waveforms in said single scan that
produce slice selector magnetic field gradients
having, respectively, directions which are orthogo-
nal to, respectively, said plurality of selected
planes, wherein said generating means comprises:

means, coupled to said slice pointer means, and
adapted to be coupled to said generator, for pro-
viding multiplier and offset parameters corre-
sponding to said different angles of said selected
planes; and

means, coupled to said multiplier and offset parame-
ter providing means, and adapted to be coupled to
said generator, for combining said waveform G(t)
with said multiplier and offset parameters to pro-
duce said gradient waveforms.

11. The apparatus of claim 10 wherein said multiplier
and offset parameter providing means includes means
for providing multiplier parameters [COS(a)-+ SIN-
(a)]Css and [SIN(a)— COS(a)]C,, for values of “a” cor-
responding to said different angles, where C,, and Cg
are predetermined constants, and for providing offset
parameters A[COS(a)—SIN(a)]Cys and A[SIN(a)+--
COS(a)]Cy, for values of “a” corresponding to said
different angles, where A is a predetermined constant;
and wherein

said combining means includes means for generating
waveforms having a form [G(t)[COS(a)+ SIN(a)]-
+ A[COS(a)— SIN(a)]]JCss and a form [G(t)[SIN-
(2)—COS(a)] + A[SIN(a)+ COS(a)]1C/,, for values
of “a” corresponding to said different angles.

12. Apparatus for obtaining NMR image data from a

plurality of selected planes in an object comprising:

(a) means for applying magnetic fields to the object;

(b) means for applying radio frequency excitation
pulses to the object;

(c) means for actuating and controlling said magnetic
field applying means and said radio frequency ap-
plying means to:

(1) apply a first sequence including a first slice
selector magnetic field gradient in a first direc-
tion concomitantly with a first RF excitation
pulse at a first frequency to thereby excite nucleii
only in a first plane perpendicular to said first
direction, whereby a first NMR signal will be
emitted only by nucleii in said first plane, said
first sequence further including at least one en-
coding magnetic field gradient operative to en-
code spatial information into said first NMR
signal;

(2) apply a second sequence including a second
slice selector magnetic field gradient in a second
direction different from said first direction con-
comitantly with a second RF excitation pulse at
a second frequency different from said first fre-
quency to thereby excite nucleii only in a second
plane perpendicular to said second direction
whereby a second NMR signal will be emitted
only by nucleii in said second plane, said second
sequence further including at least one encoding
magnetic field gradient operative to encode spa-
tial information into said second NMR signal;
and

(3) a repeat said first and second sequences a plural-
ity of times during the course of a single scan so
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least one encoding gradient in each said se-
as to excite nucleii in said first and second planes quence on each repetition; and
(d) means for receiving said first and second NMR
alternatively and produce said first and second signals and recovering NMR image data there-
5 from.
NMR signals alternately while varying said at L
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